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MNI POLITICAL RISK-Labour Gains In Polls Point To 

Close New Zealand Election Come Oct 

By Tom Lake 

The governing Labour Party continues to hold a slender lead in the latest opinion polling 

ahead of the 14 October general election. The centre-left party has recorded an 

improvement in fortunes following the resignation of PM Jacinda Ardern and her 

replacement by Education Minister Chris Hipkins.  

• The new PM has drawn ire from the left of his party for jettisoning some of the more 

costly environmental measures and controversial socially liberal policies of his 

predecessor. However, the opinion polling would indicate that this has gone down 

well, with centre-left Labour holding a narrow lead over the centre-right Nationals in 

six of the eight polls since Hipkins took office. 

Chart 1. General Election Opinion Polling by Party, % and 5-Poll Moving Average 

Source: Taxpayers' Union-Curia, Roy Morgan, 1 News-Kantar Public,  Newshub-Reaid Research, Talbot Mills, Horizon 

Research, MNI 

• While there are still seven months until the election, barring a major turn in fortunes 

neither Labour nor the Nationals look likely to secure a majority in parliament. As 

such, forming a coalition could prove key to gaining power. Seat projection opinion 

polling shows Labour with the narrow advantage in that they could likely rely on the 

support of the environmentalist Greens and minority interest Maori Party (Te Pāti 

Māori). The Nationals on the other hand are likely to only be able to form a coalition 

with the right-wing libertarian ACT New Zealand after the election.  

• In the six seat projection polls of the Hipkins era, Labour was able to secure a 

majority with the Greens and Maori Party in four, the Nationals and ACT held a 
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majority in one, and the other showed a hung parliament with both coalitions on 60 

seats. All that showed a majority were extremely narrow ones, with the widest margin 

of victory being 63 seats, just two over the 61 required for a majority. 

Chart 2. General Election Opinion Polling by Party, Seat Projections (61 Required for 

Majority) 

Source: Taxpayers' Union-Curia, Roy Morgan, 1 News-Kantar Public, Newshub-Reaid Research, Talbot Mills, Horizon 

Research, MNI 

• The rowing back on Ardern-era progressive policies could see some rows emerge 

within Labour ahead of the election, as well as between Labour and the more left-

wing Greens after the vote should they be in a position to form a majority coalition. 

On 13 March, the government stepped back from its planned legislation to lower the 

voting age to 16, arguing that it did not have the required 75% support in parliament 

to pass. Hipkins voiced his support for the bill, but some have argued that the policy 

did not fit into the new PM’s agenda that seeks to focus on centrist ‘bread and butter’ 

issues around addressing the pressures of inflation and housing costs.   
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